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Message Text 


EXDIS - FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM GEORGE VEST 


E.O. 11652: GDS 


TAGS: IT 


SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 


REFERENCE: ROME 8925 


I AGREE WITH YOUR RECOMMENDATION THAT WE HOLD OFF FOR NOW 
ON A FINAL DECISION ABOUT A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT IN JULY, A 
SUBJECT WHICH WE WILL WANT TO DISCUSS THOROUGHLY WITH YOU 
EARLY NEXT MONTH. IN THE MEANTIME IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR US 
TO HAVE YOUR BEST ANALYSIS OF THE BENEFITS AND RISKS TO 
US POLICY AND INTERESTS THAT THE VISIT MIGHT ENTAIL. IN 
PARTICULAR, HAS THE MORO KILLING STRENGTHENED OR ACCELERATED 
TENDENCIES TOWARD COOPERATION BETWEEN THE DL AND THE PCI? 

IF SO, WOULD A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT BE TAKEN AS A US BLESSING 
ON A GREATER ROLE FOR THE COMMUNISTS? HOW MIGHT WE 
ESCAPE SUCH A DILEMMA- E.G., THROUGH WHAT ALTERNATIVES 
TO A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT, OR WHAT INITIATIVES DURING THE 
PLANNING STAGE? HOW HAVE THE NEW ELECTION RESULTS ALTERED 
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THE POLICY FRAMEWORK? IF POSSIBLE, WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE 
YOUR VIEWS BY THE END OF THIS WEEK. THE TOPIC COULD ARISE 
ON THE FRINGES OF THE NATO SUMMIT. VANCE 
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